
This list is adapted from the Illinois State Bar Association’s website at
https://www.isba.org/sites/default/files/teachers/teachingdiversitywithfilm.pdf.

Here is a partial list of films to use as tools to generate discussions to enhance diversity
awareness.

Please note: Some of the films listed below have adult content. Be sure to review a
selected movie before watching it with your child or family.

A Day Without A Mexican
A Time to Kill
Amistad
Beauty and the Beast
Billy Elliot
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas
Boys Don’t Cry
Brokeback Mountain
Dances With Wolves
Do the Right Thing
Gandhi
Glory
The Hate U Give
Judas and the Black Messiah
In the Heat of the Night
Mississippi Burning
Munich
Osama
Philadelphia
Radio
Real Women have Curves
Roots
Schindler’s List
Snow White
Spanglish
The Gods Must Be Crazy
The Joy Luck Club
To Kill a Mockingbird

West Side Story
Young Frankenstein
A Patch of Blue
Akeelah and the Bee
Babe
Bend it like Beckham
Birth of a Nation
Boyz 'N the Hood
Crash
David and Lisa
Fried Green Tomatoes
Ghosts of Mississippi
Hiroshima Maiden
Malcolm X
Monsoon Wedding
My Left Foot
Patch Adams
Pokahontas
Rain Man
Remember the Titans
Save the Last Dance
Sophie’s Choice
The Color Purple
The Hiding Place Thumbelina
Transamerica
Wadjda
Wonder

https://www.isba.org/sites/default/files/teachers/teachingdiversitywithfilm.pdf


Suggested Discussion Questions

Did the film address cultural differences related to
● race
● sex
● sexual orientation
● gender identity
● religion
● age
● physical or mental ability
● or other differences?

● How did the movie make you feel? Were you angry, sad, sympathetic or amused?
● What was the movie’s message? How do you think the movie’s creator and director

intended viewers to feel?
● Was there an obvious conflict addressed by the film? What was the resolution?
● Was a problem solved in a way that satisfied all parties?
● Was there violence depicted? If so, were there better ways of resolving the conflict?
● Could you imagine yourself in a situation like the one depicted in the film? How would

you have reacted?.

Visit the ABA for more diversity film titles
http://www.abanet.org/publiced/resources/diversity_ae.html

http://www.abanet.org/publiced/resources/diversity_ae.html

